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Culture, Values and History of Appalachia.
   The Red Mule by Jesse Stuart
 According to Stuart et al.(1993), the Red Mule is a story that talks about a boy called Scrapple Lykins who works with a man called the Red Mule. Red mule is economically challenged and therefore he works with the mules despite the society has changed and adopted new technologies like using the tractors and trucks in the farms for work like ferrying the farm produces. Scrapple who was about twelve years when he started realizing the need for social values in the society was faithful to Red Mule and also very responsible and dedicated to his work.
From the story, the two fighting nomenclatures in this story are the society and red mule. The two have totally different views on the importance of the mules to the society that is totally different from each other. The society views the mules not as important as they use them only for meat and for processing in the old glue factory. The society does not view the mules to have any other much bigger benefit than that providing meat and processing glue in the factory. 
For Red Mule, he is economically challenged hence does not have much to spend on the latest technology like the tractors and trucks. He also has a great love for the mules and he wishes that they could be treated better than they are in the society. He fights very hard to save them from the society’s sledgehammer. Unfortunately for him, he ends up dying at an old age of eighty-six years in the mules’ barn feeding on their food. While comparing these two nomenclatures, there is a totally different view of the importance of the mules and the love for the animals (Stuart et al., 1993).
While comparing the two characters, the society and Red Mule, there exists a conflict of interests and love concerning the mules. These two parties do not agree on the importance of the mules and the interest vested in these animals. Red mule pushes for better treatment of the mules by the society. He tries to save them from the glue factory where they are slaughtered for their products and the cannery where they are slaughtered for their meat. He ends up dying in the mules’ barn feeding on their food. This shows the love that red mule had for the mules. He knew their importance first hand as he was a poor man and the mules had helped him to make a living and he felt that they really deserved better treatment. 
On the other hand, the society did not see any other importance of the animal except for it products. They slaughtered it for its meat in the cannery and in the glue processing plant.  This was until the rainy season when the river swelled up and the modern technology that the society had so much embraced failed them. The tractors could not cross the river and the roads where in bad shape. This is where Red Mule steps in and he is able to prove to the society the other much important need for these animals where they helped in pulling the tractors and the tractors from the soft mud. The society’s laughter for red mule and scrapple for them clinging to the mules was turned into admiration as they were the only hope of the society in the rainy season (Stuart et al. 1993).
 The two parties in the story, that is Red Mule and the society relate in that they both need tools to make their work easier. The society has tractors and trucks while Red Mule has the mules. The conflicts arise when the society doesn’t agree with Red Mule that, despite the modern technology, there are some situations that the mules will be more efficient in their activities than the modern technology and demands for them to be respected and treated better (Stuart et al., 1993).
The theme of the need for cultural preservation is brought out in the story Red Mule by Jesse Straut. This is seen when trucks and tractors fail during the rainy season as they get stuck in the soft mud, and the only option that the society has is Red Mule’s animals that helped in pulling the vehicles from the mud. This gained recognition from even the military and the president of how the mules’ power is an important asset in helping to change and make a better world today. According to Obermiller & Maloney (2011), it shows that preservation of the cultural practices is an important factor as the activities would help in the future and even act as a reminder of where the society has come from.
 The writer’s ontology in the story is that mules are equally important in today’s world where modern technology has taken over. There are activities that the mules would do more efficiently than modern technology would. For example, in the rainy season, the truck and tractors could not navigate in the soft mad, but the mules worked efficiently in this situation. These bring out the reality of the situation that mules cannot be viewed as absolute in today’s world (Beaver, 2015). Where modern technology fails, ancient methods would most probably prevail.  The also writer brings out the ontology that preservation of cultural practices is an important action even in the modern world. Were it not for Red Mule’s preservation of the culture of using mules to plow and ferrying of commodities, the society would have been at a standstill in the rainy season due to the soft mud and swelled rivers. The reality of the matter is that mules are as important today as they were in the past.



                                             References
Beaver, P. D. (2015). Appalachian cultural systems. Appalachian mental health, 15.
Obermiller, P. J., & Maloney, M. E. (2011). The uses and misuses of Appalachian culture.
Stuart, J., Herndon, J. A., & Henneberger, R. (1993). Red Mule. Ashland, KY: Jesse Stuart Foundation.

         

                                    

